Chapter ¢

It happened when T was out on the back of the river boat and Tiago and
Dad were navigating from inside the Cabin. Jt was raining and 1 wanted
t0 feel the rain drops onh my face. MY eyes were closed and my face was
lifted up towards the sky greeting the raindrops one by ohe. Then
suddenly I felt it! Something darted quICKly in front of me but before 1
could open my eyes to see what it Was it was gone. ] stood for 3 moment
looking around hoping to Capture a glimpse Of whatever it was. ] |ooked
down the side of the boat towards the bow (that’s the front of the
boat), then T quiCKly ran to the other Side and did the same thing. 1 Climb
up to |00k over the top Of the Cabin, “Alex!” Dad excClaimed, “Get down
before you slip and fall into the river!” “T was just [ooking for...well...it
went by SO fast...” ] continue, “the same thing happened to me at the
airport!” “Glow down,” said Dad warmly as he knelt down to |00k me in my
eyes, “What happened at the airport? Why didnt you mention this
before?” He put his artms around me. “I thought it might have been my
imagination, but it couldn’t be because it happened again!” I said Sill a bit
shaken. Dad squeezed me a little tighter, “AleXx, there are mahy Strange
things in the jungle, some things the world has yet to discover. T'm sorry
you had a fright, stay Close and remember we are in the ahimals’ home
now and we must expect that they Will be quite Curious as to who we
are.” Then Dad Kissed me oh the forehead and gently guided me to the
table which was nhow setup like a desk. “Why don’t you write about your
experience in your travel (08?” “You might remember more about what
you might have seen. We will figure out this mystery together.” “Thanks

Dad”, 1 said, and quickly began writing ih my journal.



ook, Dad, [Look! T said pointing Off the Starboard Side Of the boat
(that’s the right side of the boat), it |0OKsS like a dolphin! Dad grabbed his
Camera and started shapping Off pictures as the river dolphin jumped in
and out of the water running right along the side of us. “Wow, that is
$O00 Ccool! Tt’s pink!l Do you think that means it is a girl dolphin?” Dad
laughed out loud, “No, sweetie that’s the
color of this SpecCifiC species Of river
dolphin found only in the Amazon.” Just
then Dad pointed on the shore, “Alex,

[ook there onh the on the river’s edge—two

baby giant otters!” 1 rah over to where

Dad was standing, “How cute! Cah we go pet them?” “NO, Alex they
4 I 1 have a set of Very large and protecCtive

‘ ) parents and friends. These otters Can

Uiy grow to be 6 feet long and weight around

75 pounds! They usually live in

b communities of 5 or 6 adults and are on
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the endangered list SO we are Very |UCKY tO have a ChanhcCe to see anh otter
community.” Dad replied. Just thenh we saw two adult otters Come out
Of the forest ahd before we could shap a picture they had slid into the
river and were gone.

To be continued...



